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I am sure as you read this you are have been able to see and hear of the exciting events we held 

this week to celebrate Red Ribbon Week here at OCS!!  The week was packed full of exciting 

activities for our students and staff.  From the recognition ceremony for our Veteran’s  to the 

planting of red tulips bulbs the program was awesome and the entire week of promoting positive 

life choices is one we all believe strongly in as part of our daily commitment to the whole child!  

Special thanks to our Red Ribbon Committee:  Mrs. Svercauski , Ms. DeWitt, Mrs. Nemeth, Ms. 

Dachisen,  Mrs. Hart,  Mr. Causton and Mrs. Diaz!   

 

We were able to get the entire first two months of school without a report to our staff of 

harassment, intimidation or bullying.  That does not mean we have not worked with students to 

continue to see them make the right choices, it means that conflicts students might have reported 

were handled appropriately.  As always, please let us know when you get reports of HIB, so that 

we can investigate and keep our school as safe as can be.    

 

We did an awesome job on two community service projects:  Hat Day (raising funds for pediatric 

cancer research) and Stall Day (raising funds for holiday assistance for Oxford residents).  Thank 

you to everyone. 

 

The days have certainly begun to change… darkness falls earlier and the wind seems to bring a 

cold embrace every morning.  I still notice that students are coming to school without the proper 

clothing for the change in the season.  Please remind your child to wear their coat to school every 

day.  As we know the weather can change at any moment this time of year, and certainly having 

a  coat with you would be a good idea! 

 

Mrs. DeRiso and I attended a workshop on November 9
th

 that helped us to gather the knowledge 

and the tools necessary to put together a technology plan for our school that we can work toward 

fulfilling over the next few years.  More information will be coming out as we put the plan 

together.  We will be looking for some parents to help us mold this plan.   

Please remember a few things that are coming up here at school between this Friday Bulletin and 

the next: 

 

--American Education Week School Visit:  November 16; please see the information in the OCS 

Backpack 

--PTA School Store:  November 20 

 

--The OCS Theater Club presents: “Into the Woods, Jr.”  November 21 at 7:00pm and November 

22 at 11:00am. 



 

--PARCC Parent Information meetings:  November 24; 1:00 and 7:00 here at school. 

 

--Early Dismissal, 1:00, Wednesday, November 25. 

 

--School Closed November 26 and November 27 

 

Hopefully everyone is asking around to family members to promote the OCS Education 

Foundation Pandora charms program!  These are unique to our school and genuine Pandora 

charms!  Please check the website for more information.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are still working with our new SchoolMessenger account representatives to work out a few 

lingering phone list issues for our families.  If you have not been receiving texts, emails or voice 

messages, please give us a call here at school, 908-453-4101, x2101 or email Mrs. Halloran or 

myself: 

challoran@oxfordcentral.org or bmagnuson@oxfordcentral.org 

 

Thank you… Till next time. 

R. Magnuson 
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SUPPORT OUR SOLDIERS 

2015 
 

 

A grateful thank you to all in the Oxford Central School Community who once 

again donated to the Rolling Thunder collection for the troops in Afghanistan and 

Korea.  Your generosity is appreciated and will help to boost the holiday spirits of 

our men and women who are protecting and serving their country away from 

home. Thank you for remembering them. 

 

Mrs. Svercauski 
 

 

National Forum on Character Education- October 15-18, 2015 

 

 

 The 2015 National Forum on Character Education was recently held in historic Atlanta, 

Georgia.  Attendees included educators, counselors, and delegates from across the United States 

and many countries throughout the world. Representing both our school and our state (as 

NJASECD delegate) I found this conference to be an empowering experience validating the 

work we do here at OCS and in the state of New Jersey.    
 The state coordinators’ meeting provided opportunity to network; exchanging ideas and 

practices with not only other states, but other nations as well. Evaluator’s training session’s explored 

new ways to analyze the accomplishments of our schools and connect them to the National Schools of 

Character model (Eleven Principles of Effective Character Education).  New Jersey was a dominant force 

for others to follow this year with 14 schools and districts (out of the 67 named overall) to the 2015 

roster of National Schools of Character. Each school or district was recognized, as we were in 2014, for 

commitment to character education and for fostering a positive environment for social and academic 

learning. 

 

 This year’s theme, “Mapping Success- Linking the Smart & Good” resonated through 

motivating key note addresses by Dale Murphy (former All-Star Atlanta Braves baseball player), 

Clifton Taulbert (Pulitzer-nominated author and entrepreneur), and John Lewis (civil rights 

leader and recipient of the Presidential Medal of Freedom). Breakout sessions emphasized the 

connections between student success and having a positive school climate and culture where 

students are receptive to learning.  

 

 It was my honor and privilege to accept two 2015 Promising Practice Awards for our 

school.  Our practices were amongst those chosen from 25 U.S. states and six nations.  Our 

“Holiday Character Connections” practice demonstrated how lessons of character can be taught 

through the popular stories of “The Grinch”, “Rudolph”, “Frozen”, and other beloved holiday 

tales.  Our “Spread the Word” practice targeted the importance of sharing our message of 

CORRECT with others.  OCS was applauded for the outreach we do with the CORRECT 



Crusaders traveling to other schools to teach the importance of Courage, Optimism, Respect, 

Responsibility, Empathy, Citizenship, and Trustworthiness with our enthusiastic cheers and 

interactive character workouts.   

 

 As a National School of Character, the expectations for our school are great.  We no 

longer simply embrace the understanding that character education is something we need to do.  

Our core CORRECT values now identify our school in ALL that we do.  Through CORRECT 

we make good choices in and out of school. 

We know it is important to include CORRECT in all that we do.   

As our superhero crusaders remind us, “Make it a good day or not…. The choice is YOURS!” 

 

Mrs. Carr 

 

 

 

       
 

Third grade news……. 
 

             

     The 3rd Grade would like to invite their parents to celebrate American 
Education Day and Colonial Life on Wednesday, November 25th from either 10-
10:30 OR 11:30 -12 . 
     The parents will have the opportunity to share the colonial experience with 
their child.   
     The students also created colonial toys from scratch and will get the chance to 
play with their homemade crafts with their family and friends.   
 

     A Walk Through Waterloo           
    



     On a beautiful day in October, with the fall leaves in full color, the third graders entered the 
Village of Waterloo and stepped into history. 
    We strolled down stone covered paths along the Morris Canal.  We wandered into historic 
buildings, with each building having their own story to tell.  It was hard for us to imagine a 
family of 12 living in the one-room house.  We witnessed how different life was so many years 
before us. 
  We continued down a tree covered trail.  The Guardian of Garden stood guard, as we entered 
the Indian Village.   We heard Indian legends and experienced their way of life.  The Indians 
were very resourceful.   
   This trip helped put some reality in to our unit on Colonial Times.  It makes us appreciate 
what we have today. 

 
           

 
From the office of Ms Dachisen: 

 

Harassment, Intimidation, Bullying (HIB) - School Safety Committee 

Mr. Baran and I are the facilitators of this committee and are looking for volunteers. The 
main goal of this committee is to work together to ensure that our students continue to feel 
safe, connected, and respected.  

Mr. Baran and I will share what the district has done so far and look to the committee 
members for additional ideas. We will give general information about any HIB incidents 
that have occurred thus far in the school yr.  

Meeting Dates: Nov. 11th, January 20th, April 14th, June 9th 

Time:   6:00-7:00 p.m 

Location:   Cafeteria  

If you are interested please e-mail me. mdachisen@oxfordcentral.org  
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PARENT VISITATION DAY 

 

Name:  __________________________ Child’s Name:  _________________Teacher:  ___________________ 

 

I would like to attend the morning session OR the afternoon session (please circle) 

Please return the bottom portion to your child’s homeroom teacher. 

YOU ARE INVITED TO THE OCS PARENT VISITATION DAY – 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 16, 2015 

 

THERE WILL BE TWO SESSIONS:   

Session A will be from 9:25 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. 

Session B will be from 2:00 p.m. to 2:35 p.m. 

AMERICAN EDUCATION 

WEEK 

School Visitation Day! 

 

 



 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Music for Murray 
 
 

 

  Sunday, November 22, 2015 2:00 pm   

Hackettstown High School New Gym 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Questions? Contact: Bryan Stepneski, Band Director bstepneski@hackettstown.org 908-852-8150 x 258 

 
Featuring: 

$5 General Warren Hills Blue Streak Marching Band 
Admission Belvidere High School Marching Band 

Phillipsburg Stateliner Marching Band 
All proceeds Cuchullain Pipe Band 

donated to the Colonial Musketeers Fife and Drum Corps 
Evan Murray Hackettstown Community Band 

Scholarship Fund Hackettstown Tiger Marching Band 
and 
Special Guests 



 

 



News from the Oxford Education Foundation…

 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 


